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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The Study Design Report is the initial consultation step in the Town of Renfrew’s Master 

Transportation Plan for the expansion of the transportation network to serve development 

needs over the next 20 years and beyond. Recent closures of the CN and CP rail corridors, 

as well as the planned Highway 417 freeway extension from Arnprior to Renfrew will continue 

to accelerate the growth in the Town.  Figure 1 illustrates current Active Transportation Trails 

in the Town of Renfrew 

 

 

Figure 1: Town of Renfrew Active Transportation Trails 

A Master Transportation Plan (MTP) is used to integrate the current and longer-term 

transportation needs associated with the future planning and growth of the municipality. The 

coordination and integration of land use planning, transportation system planning, and 

transportation infrastructure investment is required to address Provincial, County and 

municipal planning and transportation plans. This study will review current and future 

interconnectivity of roads and lands to provide recommendations to the Town. It will prioritize 

the implementation of transportation related infrastructure within the current planning horizon 

(20 years) and possible longer range corridor protection for infrastructure that may be beyond 

the Official Plan horizon but may require protection for development that may occur in the 

Official Plan timeline. 

The MTP will provide direction for the planning, coordination and implementation of the road 

network as well as active transportation facilities. This plan will also guide the development 

and implementation of projects, policies and programs to address the existing and future 

transportation needs within the Town. 
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2.0 CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

The MTP planning process will consider a number of built improvements to the transportation 

network that may have impacts on the natural, social and cultural environments. As such, it is 

subject to the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process (Class EA), under the 

Province of Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act.  

The Class EA Planning and Design Process is shown in Figure 2.  The Planning process 

includes 5 phases and subject to the scope, value and complexity of future project may 

require some or all of these 5 phases. The Master Plan will complete Phases 1 and 2 of the 

Class EA process. The simplified view of the planning and design process is illustrated in 

Figure 3. 

 

Figure 2: Municipal Class EA Process Flowchart 
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Figure 3: Simplified Municipal Class EA Flowchart 

This document, the initial public document for the Municipal Class EA, presents a blueprint of 

the Work Plan and Study Process for this Master Transportation Plan. The proposed 

approach reflects the discretionary public engagement of Step 1.2 in the Class EA process.  

The Study Design provides an early opportunity for public and agency input. It will identify an 

initial list of issues, and outline the key activities required to complete the study including the 

EA planning process and the anticipated schedule for completion. This report will be available 

on the Town of Renfrew’s website and will be circulated at the initiation of the study to various 

stakeholders and rights holder and presented to the Advisory Steering Committee. It will be 

available to the general public at the first public consultation event – Public Information 

Centre No. 1 and Community Café in the spring/summer of 2022. 
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The MTP will review a number of issues including: 

• Network Connectivity; 

• Cost/Affordability; 

• Maintenance; 

• Safety; 

• Facilities; and 

• Transit Options. 

For any physical improvements subject to the Municipal Class EA process, the MTP will 

complete Phases 1 and 2 of Class EA by establishing the need and justification for the 

project, considering all reasonable alternatives with acceptable effects on the natural, social 

and cultural environments, and proactively involving the public in defining a recommended 

plan for improvements. Dependent on the scale of MTP recommendations, further phases of 

the Class EA may be associated with individual projects and will be completed at a later date.   

At the time of release of the Draft Study Design Report, the Town is monitoring the 

COVID-19 pandemic and continuing with measures to deal with the spread of the virus, 

and therefore the distribution of materials is relying on web-based communications 

with the public. Conventional public events may be conducted during subsequent 

stages of the study. 

3.0 STUDY APPROACH 

The Master Transportation Plan will define transportation projects, programs and policies that 

will integrate Municipal transportation planning and land use planning.  It will build upon 

previous TMP priorities and recommendations to identify policy and infrastructure 

improvements.  The updated TMP will aim to increase the mode share of forms of Active 

Transportation; primarily cycling and walking throughout the Municipality.  

3.1 Study Issues 

The MTP will aim to update the Town’s vision for transportation infrastructure for a 20-year 

planning horizon. The study will develop, update and evaluate travel demand projections to 

confirm the required improvements and policies while revisiting recommendations of the 

Town’s previous planning documents and studies. Key issues that will be addressed and key 

activities to be completed as part of this study include: 

• Creating a policy for the provision of pedestrian crossings to reflect OTM standards 
and priority of pedestrians at these crossings; 

• Accommodating the daily transportation needs and the future improvement needs for 
increased traffic as a result of the Highway 417 extension and other transportation 
network expansion; 

• Traffic operations at key intersections;  

• Parking supply and utilization in the downtown core; 
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• Historical remnant intersection configuration of County Road 52/Raglan 
Street/Veterans Memorial Boulevard (Highway 60 Connecting Link)/Hall Avenue; 

• Reducing greenhouse gas emissions; 

• Recognizing the increasing importance of active transportation to promote healthy 
lifestyles and environmental sustainability. This will include consideration for safety 
concerns with pedestrians/cyclists on rural roads; 

• Improve connectivity for cyclists and pedestrians; 

• Road policies for arterial, collector and local roads within the Town; 

• Active transportation networks require significant improvements, protection and 
possible expansion – this includes both on-street and off-street facilities, connection to 
Algonquin and Millennium Trail through the Town of Renfrew; and 

• Road system policies for improvements to ATV, ORV, and snowmobile use. 

Longer Term System Connectivity 

Within and adjacent to the Town, longer term system protection will assess the following: 

• Need, justification and timing for a second Bonnechere River crossing to 
accommodate north-south movements; 

• Feasibility of alternative connectivity for the Highway 132 Connecting Link 

• Need for an alternate truck route from Highway 60 to Highway 417 

• Need for a southern east-west collector link within the Town 

These longer-term corridors are illustrated in Section 3.5. 

3.2 Consultation Programs 

Engagement will take place throughout the study and the consultation program will comply 

with the requirements of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 2009, and 

the obligations stipulated in the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (2005). 

The public and agency consultation program for this study will include the following: 

• Public Notices; 

• Draft and Final Study Design Reports; 

• External communications/presentations with stakeholders, including ministries, 

agencies, Indigenous Peoples communities, municipalities and members of the public; 

• Two (2) Public Information Centres (PIC’s) and one Community Café (as part of the 

first PIC); and 

• Town of Renfrew’s website to provide information to the public. 

3.3 Public Consultation  

The consultation process will involve all potential stakeholders at all key study milestones. 

This will include, but is not necessarily limited to the public, community associations, private 

property owners, businesses and interest groups.  
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3.3.1 Study Website 

The EA Study will use the Town’s website (https://www.renfrew.ca/) to post information and 

allow the public to monitor the study progress. The following will be posted to the website: 

Notices for the Study Commencement and Completion; PIC’s; Draft and Final Study Design 

Report; Master Plan Report submission; public information updates; and how to submit 

comments. 

3.3.2 Public Notices 

Notices will be published in the local newspaper and posted on the Town’s website for the 

study commencement and the PIC’s/Community Café.  Each notice will announce the date, 

time and location, identify key information to be presented, request input from interested and 

affected parties, and invite the public to the PIC’s. Finally, a Notice of Study Completion will 

be published announcing the commencement of the 30-day public review period for the 

Master Plan Report. 

3.3.3 Public Meetings 

Formal public consultation in the form of one joint PIC/Community Café and a second PIC will 

be conducted at a local and accessible location (to be determined, based on restrictions on 

public gatherings due to the COVID-19 pandemic). Notices of the PIC’s will be published in 

the local newspaper along with letters mailed out to agencies, stakeholders, Indigenous 

Peoples Communities and utilities. 

3.4 Stakeholder Consultation 

3.4.1 Municipal and Agency Consultation  

Meetings will be held at key milestones. Technical Steering Committee participation includes 

as a minimum, representatives from the Town of Renfrew, County of Renfrew, MTO and 

interest group representatives.  

3.4.2 External Agencies and Regulatory Agencies 

The following agencies will be on a study mailing list, which will be updated and maintained 

throughout the study: 

• Ministry of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks  

• Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and 

Culture Industries 

• Ministry of Northern Development, 

Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry  

• Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Affairs  

• Ministry of Indigenous Affairs 

• Ministry of Community and Social 

Services 

• Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing 

• Ministry of Energy 

• Ministry of Infrastructure  

• Ministry of Community Safety and 

Correctional Services 

• Ontario Provincial Police  

https://www.renfrew.ca/
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• Crown-Indigenous Relations and 

Northern Affairs Canada  

3.4.3 Indigenous Peoples Consultation  

The Town of Renfrew has a constitutional duty to consult with Indigenous Peoples with 

traditional land use or interests in the Study Area. Clear, effective and timely consultation with 

Indigenous Peoples is essential to ensure the success of the project. This will include: 

• Identification of interested/affected Indigenous Peoples early in the decision-making 

process;   

• Distribution and notification of relevant project-related information, including the Class 

EA process, potential alternatives and impacts; 

• Early identification of concerns and issues; 

• Understanding of potential risk and impacts of the Study on Indigenous Peoples’ 

interests; 

• Development of mutually acceptable solutions involving Indigenous Communities;  

• Ensuring regulatory compliance throughout the Class EA process; and 

• Indigenous Communities will be consulted during the Study and offered, at their 

request, meetings with their communities. The Ministry of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks will be consulted to ensure all Indigenous Peoples with an 

interest are contacted.  

3.5 Work Program 

The major elements of the work program are described in the following sections. 

Task 1: Project Start up: Upon initiation of the project, the Project Team will: review study 

scope; budget and schedule; establish membership, meeting dates and roles and 

responsibilities; review the Notice of Study Commencement; and prepare all required 

agreements.  The Project Team will provide guidance into the technical elements of the study 

including the study issues, data collection, and weighting of factors and the evaluation of 

alternatives. 

Task 2: Data Collection, and Field Investigations: The second task involves the collection 

and organization of the data necessary for the analysis and evaluation of transportation 

projects/strategies. Sources of information and activities may include: 

• Assembly and preliminary review of study materials, land use forecasts, and 

population/employment projections;  

• Obtain digital mapping, photographs and associated drawings;  

• Field reviews of key corridors and destinations, active transportation, existing truck 

routes, existing infrastructure and growth areas;  

• Obtain input from Town staff and stakeholders regarding known issues/ public 

concerns; 
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• Review available traffic volume data (if available), and collect new traffic counts data 

(where required); and 

• Collect and review background reports and any existing plans, policies and studies 

related to transportation. 

Task 3: Study Design Report: The Study Design describes, at the outset of the study, the 

intended approach in completing this assignment. The Study Design document will help 

establish the foundation for the transportation and environmental planning and public 

consultation processes. This document will be posted on the Town’s website at the start of 

the study and sent to external agencies as a draft for public review and comment. The draft 

Study Design allows the early identification of the major issues and concerns, and in addition, 

recognizes areas of consensus or agreement.   

BTE will also hold a Community Café /PIC No. 1 to engage the community and allow early 

input from property owners and stakeholders. This Community Café will assist the Project 

Team in: confirmation of existing constraints; documentation of existing profile of 

transportation users; defining gaps and deficiencies (existing/future operational problems) 

within the current network; generation of operational improvement alternatives or strategies; 

and establishing initial priorities for stakeholders. The Community Café will solicit public 

discussion on the needs of the community.  

Task 4: Development of Network Improvements: Traffic analysis to identify and evaluate 

roadway improvement requirements will be based upon automobile and truck traffic, 

pedestrians, cyclists, and safety considerations. Travel demand forecasts model and 

scenarios will be developed for key horizon years to reflect the anticipated level of 

development in each of the planned growth areas. The traffic analyses will provide input into 

the screening and evaluation of improvement alternatives. The priorities will be established to 

include the short term (immediate), medium term (planned within the Official Plan horizon) 

and long term (beyond 20 years). 

The assessment of transportation network requirements will be carried out to ensure the 

development of an integrated plan. The work plan will include: 

• Review of existing travel demands and development of growth factors to forecast 

future demands; 

• Review/update the inventory of the existing roadway and pathway/trail networks, 

improvements and protections, and classifications; 

• Obtain input from the Town staff regarding known issues/ public concerns; 

• Review measures to improve network interconnectivity of roads and lands over a 20-

year growth period (or beyond); 

• Classify roads for Minimum Maintenance Standards (MMS) based on existing/new 

data; 

• Risk assessment of emergency closure to Bonnechere River Bridge and the need and 

justification of a second river crossing; 
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• Identification of safety concerns and operational constraints crossing screenlines and 

at key intersections; 

• Screenline and intersection analyses to confirm functionality and identify any capacity 

constraints; 

• Review of the Official Plan and growth areas to determine the need for connectivity/ 

accessibility between key destinations;  

• Traffic analysis of existing and forecasted traffic operational conditions at key locations 

within the Town to identify potential improvement opportunities and associated 

timelines; 

• Review existing policy or practice for sidewalk and multi-use pathway design criteria; 

• Review existing road system policies for ATV, ORV, snowmobiles, posted speeds, and 

utility use; 

• Identify the ROW widths recommended by the Town and any land acquisition needed 

for network development; 

• Review/update the locations and numbers of Park and Rides and electric fueling 

stations; 

• Conceptual local road lotting/block plan, as required; and 

• Development of a long list of improvement alternatives. 

Renfrew County Roads: The County of Renfrew roads and intersections that form the 

geographic boundaries of the Town and connect to Highway 60 including County Road 6 

(Gillan Road), County Road 52 (Raglan Street South) and County Road 20 (Bruce Street) will 

be considered in the assessment as they provide connectivity to the Town.   

Connectivity is essential to support the movement of people/goods into and out of the Town. 

In developing the MTP, linkages will be reviewed from a multi-modal perspective, taking into 

account new development lands, new municipal facilities, and any network improvements 

being planned by other jurisdictions including the Highway 417 extension. 

Task 5: Best Practices Review/Policy Development: This task will develop a list of best 

practices and policies, considering policies currently being used by other municipalities.  

Some of the best practices involve: 

• Transportation demand management; 

• Transportation policy within the 

Town; 

• Active transportation policy along 

designated cycling corridors; 

• Traffic calming; 

• Traffic signage; 

• Parking at Algonquin Trail and 

Millennium Trail trailheads; 

• Route designation; 

• Environmental protection; 

• Road cross section and classification; 

• Bicycle lanes, sidewalks and multi-

use trails; 

• Accessibility standards; and 

• Safety performance factors. 
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Task 6:  Development, Analysis and Prioritization of Alternative Roadway Projects, 

Programs and Policies  

Task 6.1 Development of Alternative Improvement Projects, Programs and Policies 

The alternatives will be generated through technical analysis and discussions with the Town, 

the stakeholders, agencies and the general public.  The list of alternative projects, programs, 

policies and strategies will be confirmed with the public, as required as part of the EA 

process, including the “Do Nothing” alternative.  The forecast needs of the system (short, 

medium and long term) will be prioritized.  This will include traffic operations, safety, 

illumination, active transportation, asset management and preservation as well as level of 

service standards (considering affordability constraints). 

Improvement alternatives may include, but not be limited to:  

• New network connections to provide redundancy and improved continuity through the 

Town; 

o Alternative crossings of the Bonnechere River 

o Provincial Highway connectivity 

▪ Termination of Highway 132 

▪ Connectivity to the Gillan Road interchange 

o Barnet Boulevard to Whitton Road 

o Stewart Street/Pinnacle Road arterial 

o Opeongo Road to Ma te Way Park Road 

• Intersection improvements such as traffic signals or roundabouts; 

o Hall Avenue realignment 

o County Road 52 realignment  

• Roadway reclassification;  

• Road widening or road diets (narrowing);  

• Traffic control measures including audible signals;  

• New sidewalks or recreational pedestrian links; and  

• Provisions for cyclists. 

Recommendations will be made for: the Town roads network; commercial vehicle/truck; 

active transportation/ telecommuting; and transportation demand management.  

Task 6.2 Prioritization of Alternatives 

This study will include a systematic, traceable analysis and evaluation of the transportation 

needs in the Town, (based on the generation, analysis and evaluation of alternative projects 

or strategies). Coordinating priorities with planned growth/development within the Town is 

recognized, where feasible, to be one of the most cost-effective methods of implementation. 

Prioritization will also include input received as part of the public consultation program and 

agency comments in the development of the MTP. 
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The prioritization will include the affordability of the future projects/ strategies and 

conformance/ integration with the Town’s Official Plan. The ability to implement future 

projects in the Town will be constrained by funding.  A key component of the prioritization of 

projects and traffic management measures will be the evaluation of these alternatives and the 

long-term life cycle costs to construct and maintain this infrastructure. 

Output: 

• The objective will be to define a long term vision for transportation and active 

transportation modes, including projected growth in population, employment, and 

residential and commercial development for a 20-year horizon (or beyond); 

• Listing of capital need and priority of projects by planning horizons of 1, 3, 5, 7, 10, 15 

and 20 years;  

• Financial Plan (order of magnitude) of costs of the plan per year in current dollars; 

• Develop a financial strategy that matches the plan; and  

• Identify potential sources of funding (MTO, County of Renfrew, other), partnering or 

alternative delivery methods. 

Task 7:  Public and Agency Consultation 

BTE will implement a consultation program including: 

• One joint Community Café/PIC will be held in-person for the public and stakeholders to 

attend, depending on the prevailing COVID-19 restrictions. This format will allow open 

discussion with stakeholders as an event before the study presents any conclusions. 

The public event will present the Problem Statement, Draft Study Design, Assessment 

of Planning Solutions and Preliminary Design Alternatives. This will be used as input to 

finalize the Study Design.  

• PIC No. 2 will be also held in-person depending on the prevailing COVID-19 

restrictions to present the evaluation and preliminary recommendations for potential 

priorities of projects and policies to obtain input prior to finalizing the MTP report.  

The public meetings will include coloured graphics and text boards/exhibits to describe the 

process and opportunities for the public to provide comment, to be posted on the Town’s 

website. A Notice for the public events will be prepared for the Town to place in the local 

newspaper and on their website. 

Task 8: Preparation of MTP Report and Presentation 

The preparation of the draft and final MTP report will follow the requirement of the Class EA. 

The MTP will document the study methodology, findings, public involvement and 

recommendations. This will include:  

• Evaluation of the current state of the transportation network and response to future 

demands; 

• Identification of future traffic from Provincial, County and local growth; 

• Identification of transportation network improvements required for future needs;  
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• Capital implementation plan; and 

• Transportation fact sheets and cost estimates (for projects in the 20-year horizon). 

A draft version will be submitted to the Town and external review agencies prior to the 

preparation of the final document. A presentation will be made to Council prior to the public 

review of the MTP. The MTP will be filed upon acceptance by the Town. 

 

4.0 PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE 

A draft schedule for this Study is shown below in Table 1. 

Table 1: Preliminary Study Schedule  

Task Date 

Project Start-Up Meeting  Spring 2022 

Information Gathering  Spring 2022  

Draft Study Design Report Spring 2022 

Study Commencement Notice Spring 2022 

PIC No. 1/Community Café  Summer 2022 

Development of Network Improvements (Projects) Summer 2022 

Best Practices Review and Policy Development Summer/Fall 2022 

Development and Analysis of Alternative Roadway Projects 
and Strategies 

Summer/Fall 2022 

Prioritization of Alternative Roadway Projects and Strategies Winter 2022/2023 

PIC No. 2 Spring/Summer 2023 

Final Master Transportation Plan October 2023 

Council Presentation December 2023 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

• AADT Annual Average Daily Traffic – the average 24-hour, 

two-way traffic per day for the period from January 1st 

to December 31st. 

• Alignment  The vertical and horizontal position of a road. 

• Alternative  Well-defined and distinct course of action that fulfils a 

given set of requirements.  The EA Act distinguishes 

between alternatives to the undertaking and 

alternative methods of carrying out the undertaking. 

• Alternative Project Alternative Planning Solutions, see above. 

• Bump-Up / Part II Order The act of requesting that an environmental 

assessment, initiated as a Class EA, to be undertaken 

as an Individual EA process when potential adverse 

impacts to constitutionally protected Aboriginal and 

treaty rights may or has occurred.  The change is a 

result of a decision by the Minister of Environment to 

require that an individual environmental assessment 

be conducted. 

• Canadian Environmental 

Assessment Act (CEAA) 

The CEAA applies to projects for which the federal 

government holds decision-making authority.  It is 

legislation that identifies the responsibilities and 

procedures for the environmental assessment. 

• Class Environmental 

Assessment Document 

An individual environmental report documenting a 

planning process which is formally submitted under 

the EA Act.  Once the Class EA document was 

approved, projects covered by the class can be 

implemented without having to seek further approvals 

under the EA Act provided the Class EA process is 

followed. 

• Class Environmental 

Assessment Process 

A planning process established for a group of projects 

in order to ensure compliance with the Environmental 

Assessment (EA) Act.  The EA Act, in Section 13 

makes provision for the establishment of Class 

Environmental Assessments. 
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• Corridor A band of variable width between two locations.  In 

transportation studies a corridor is a defined area 

where a new or improved transportation facility might 

be located. 

• Criterion Explicit feature or consideration used for comparison 

of alternatives. 

• Cumulative Effects 

Assessment 

Cumulative Effects Assessment assesses the 

interaction and combination of the residual 

environmental effects of the project during its 

construction and operational phases on measures to 

prevent or lessen the predicted impacts with the same 

environmental effects from other past, present, and 

reasonably foreseeable future projects and activities. 

• Detail Design The final stage in the design process in which the 

engineering and environmental components of 

preliminary design are refined and details concerning, 

for example, property, drainage, utility relocations and 

quantity estimate requirements are prepared, and 

contract documents and drawings are produced. 

• DFO Department of Fisheries and Oceans. 

• EA Environmental Assessment (used in the context of a 

report) 

• EA Act Ontario Environmental Assessment Act, RSO 1990 c. 

E.18 (as amended July 21, 2020). 

• Environment • Air, land or water, 

• Plant and animal life, including human life,  

• The social, economic and cultural conditions that 

influence the life of humans or a community, 

• Any building structure, machine or other device or 

thing made by humans, 

• Any solid, liquid, gas, odour, heat, sound, vibration 

or radiation resulting directly or indirectly from 

human activities, or 
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• Any part or combination of the foregoing and the 

interrelationships between any two or more of 

them, in or of Ontario. 

• Environmental Effect A change in the existing conditions of the environment 

which may have either beneficial (positive) or 

detrimental (negative) effects. 

• Evaluation The outcome of a process that appraises the 

advantages and disadvantages of alternatives. 

• Evaluation Process The process involving the identification of criteria, 

rating of predicted impacts, assignment of weights to 

criteria, and aggregation of weights, rates and criteria 

to produce an ordering of alternatives. 

• External Agencies Include Federal departments and agencies, Provincial 

ministries and agencies, conservation authorities, 

municipalities, Crown corporations or other agencies 

other than MTO. 

• Factor A category of sub-factors. 

• General Arrangement Structural plan of the bridge and proposed works 

including elevations and cross sectional views of the 

bridge. 

• Integrated Environmental 

Assessment 

An Environmental Assessment conducted in 

accordance with the Municipal Class EA and the 

Planning Act. 

• Individual Environmental 

Assessment 

An Environmental Assessment requiring the 

submission of a document for approval by the 

Minister, pursuant to the EA Act and which is neither 

exempt from the EA Act nor covered by a Class EA 

approval. 

• Integrated Class 

Environmental Assessment 

The Integrated Approach is used to simultaneously 

complete the land use planning for a study under 

the Planning Act and a road planning study under 

the Municipal Class EA. The Integrated Approach 

provides the Municipality an opportunity to reduce 

duplication by simultaneously complying with the 
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Planning Act and Municipal Class EA processes, 

including public and stakeholder notification, 

preparation of technical reports and analyses, and 

land use planning and environmental protection 

decisions.  

• MECP Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. 

• MHSTCI Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture 

Industries. 

• Mitigating Measure A measure that is incorporated into a project to 

reduce, eliminate or ameliorate detrimental 

environmental effects. 

• Mitigation Taking actions that either remove or alleviate to some 

degree the negative impacts associated with the 

implementation of alternatives. 

• MNDMNRF Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural 

Resources and Forestry. 

• MTO Ministry of Transportation Ontario. 

• MTP Master Transportation Plan 

• NSA Noise Sensitive Areas 

• OP Official Plan  

• PIC Public Information Centre 

• Planning Act Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990 c. P.13. is a provincial 

legislation that sets out the ground rules for land use 

planning in Ontario. It describes how land uses may 

be controlled, and who may control them. 

• Planning Alternatives  Planning alternatives are “alternative planning 

solutions” under the EA Act.   Identification of 

significantly different transportation engineering 

opportunities while protecting significant 

environmental features as much as possible. 

• Preliminary Design 

Alternatives 

Preliminary Design Alternatives are “alternative 

methods” of carrying out the selected planning 
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solution while maximizing social and transportation 

benefits while protecting significant environmental 

features as much as possible. 

• Project A specific undertaking planned and implemented in 

accordance with the Class EA including all those 

activities necessary to solve a specific problem. 

• Proponent A person or agency that carries or proposes to carry 

out an undertaking, or is the owner or person having 

charge, management, or control of an undertaking. 

• Public Includes the general public, interest groups, 

associates, community groups, and individuals, 

including property owners. 

• Realignment Replacement or upgrading of an existing roadway on 

a new or revised alignment. 

• Recommended Plan That part of the planning and design process, during 

which various alternative  solutions are examined and 

evaluated including consideration of environmental 

effects and mitigation; the recommended design 

solution is then developed in sufficient detail to ensure 

that the horizontal and vertical controls are physically 

compatible with the proposed site, that the 

requirements of lands and rights-of-way are 

satisfactorily identified, and that the basic design 

criteria or features to be contained in the design, have 

been fully recognized and documented in sufficient 

graphic detail to ensure their feasibility. 

• RR Regional Road 

• SAR Species At Risk 

• Screening Process of eliminating alternatives from further 

consideration, which do not meet minimum conditions 

or categorical requirements.  

• SDR Study Design Report. 
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• Steering Committee The Steering Committee will include the approving 

agencies and Consultants. It will act as the decision-

making body for the study recommendations. 

• Sub-factor A single criterion used for the evaluation.  Each sub-

factor is grouped under one of the global factors. 

• TIS Traffic Impact Study 

• TPA Technically Preferred Alternative 

• TPP Technically Preferred Plan 

• Traceability Characteristics of an evaluation process which 

enables its development and implementation to be 

followed with ease. 

 


